Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

April 3, 2019

The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo
Secretary

United States Department of State
2201 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Pompeo,

We write regarding Michigan resident Paul Whelan, who the Russian Federation has detained since
December 28, 2018. We ask that you to continue to urge Russian officials to ensure that Mr. Whelan
is provided a fair and transparent judicial process in accordance with Russia’s international
commitments.

As we monitor Mr. Whelan’s case closely, we continue to be troubled by Russian officials’ refusal to
allow Mr. Whelan to sign power of attorney documents. Without these documents, his family is
unable to access critical resources and manage his affairs. We are also concerned that the Russian
government has prevented Mr. Whelan from choosing his own legal counsel. Instead, he is
represented by an attorney reportedly recommended by Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) who
is clearly not acting in Mr. Whelan’s best interest. Mr. Whelan should be given the opportunity to
select legal counsel that is appropriate for his case.

In addition, we strongly support Ambassador Huntsman’s efforts to gain regular and unrestricted
access to Mr. Whelan. It is critical that Mr. Whelan be able to speak freely with representatives of the
U.S. government, including U.S. Embassy officials, without limitations. Furthermore, the Russian
government has refused to provide any information about the nature of Mr. Whelan’s arrest since he
was detained three months ago. We urge you to implore Russian officials to provide timely updates
and information on Mr. Whelan’s case.

We appreciate Ambassador Huntsman’s active involvement and strongly support efforts to quickly
resolve this matter.

Sincerely,

enow :
U.S. Senator U.S. Sénator Member ™t Congress
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